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The IIOIlOrable Reed Hundt.
Chai~

Federal C~cations Comaisslon
1919 II street, IfW
washington, D.C. 201554

Dear Itt:. Hundt.:

We are writing regarding the iaplementation of Section 9 of the
C~icationeAct o~ 1934, an issue ot great concern to -.mall
broaclca.ters in our Districts.

se~ • authoriz.. the Federal C~icat.io~ Co..ission (PCC)
to _ ... and collect the fe. a.ounts utabli;;hed by the SChedule
of RllllUlatory 1"8_ set forth in section 9. Under the schedule,
the ... AJIOUDU tor. c01lDDercial radio licensees will d*pend solely
upon ~ d..ignated class of the station involved. Fee aaount.s
for ~ra ercial television licensees will vary dependinq on market
size.

Ub4er ~ proposed regulations, the.e tees will bave a ne9ative
~ an. _11 broadcasters. The current tee structure i. not
only ~"ble, it disproportionately burdens small stations
Vb!• ..." '- rorcad to cut back on proqr.-inq, or reduce pUblic

_
. ...•.•.. ' •••... " ~.:a::~::~:~iO=;eC:=i~ ;:i~~cl:';:t~: a very

sl ..••..•' •.....•. ' .•. . may be forced. t.o 90 orr ot the air as a result of the
r .. ' '.'.I:*y tees. These actions would lead t.o a daqradation of
aervl.., which clearly is not in the public interest.

we ......ly urge the FCC to prevent this potential threat to the
~. .ljjf:erest. Under section 9, the FCC has the discretion to

~~~'w~rr:~~~~e~r-e~~~~r~~a~~;rt~~~~~fees.

1.

..._. l:AlL TOU·'llIl
1.~·1I"

~
. the proposed radio station lioensinq f ..., radio

.. ions in the same class will ~ the same regulatory ree
[, '.' t I despite enormous diff81:'eftaBS in their s.vice area.
!' revenue bas.s. For example, IJIUlll Class C PM station.
... rural areas which have a potential audience of tbousande

No. of CoDiea recti~UltABCOe .
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ot listeners will pay tbe saa. tee .s large Cl... C PM
stations in Chicago, Los An9.l_, or New York City, which
have a pot8fttial audience ot millions of listeners. We
believe that re".nue base should be considered in assessinq
fe.. 80 that saall broadca.~ers are not disproportionately
burdened.

2. GJ:_-t wa1ve:rt1, Z'''uotioDtl uut der~..b o~ 'the tee. Mae«
OB ••1lcrWl8r O~ f'1DaDoia1 barcbJaip.

t1nIIer the proposed rule, the PCC intenc:la to interpret
secrtion 9 (.) very narrowly and grant waivers, reductions or
4.f~ta of regulatory tees only in very unusual
c1J:'....~.. we believe that the FCC should con.ider a
.~ing ot financial hardship as sufficient justitication
tor. waiV8r, reduction or defe%'1lent. S1Iall broadcast-ers
wi~ a tenuous financial position shOUld not be further
baJrdaned with federal govermaant regulatory fees.

!'UI:1:Ia!~., unc1er the proposed rule, broadcasters wishing
t. t a waiver or reduction in t.beir fee mua-t. accmapany
t. ~t with the appropriate regulatory tee. statiOM
1a "~c:y, receiversbip, or trnstee ship, will be hard
.....eel 1:0 pay 'the fee. We believe it does not ..ke sanae
t.~. a .tation requesting a waiver on the basis of
fiMDcial hardship to be required to pay the tee.

3. ~11 11 broadcasters to pay their rees in in.tal1aen~.

VIII." proposed rul., only tho•• broadcast.r. whose f.e.
_~ '~2,OOO or more are permitted to pay their tees in two
-.111..•. '... ilnstallments. We believe that the public interest
....... better served if all broadcasters were all0we4 'to

•

.•..•..•.•• i ...; ....••......•~~~~~~~ ~~~ ~~~~ :.:~=\n~~~.
, .' . inq that serves the needs and interests of their

, . dUal communities.

We r~,ul1y, yet stronqly, encoura9_ you to consider th••e
r.~ions. Thank you in advance for your attention to this
mat-t.••

Sincerely,

RICHARD H. BAKER
Kember ot Conqr•••
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X-ber of Con9J:ess

WILLI..... 'BLIFF, JR.
KaJlber ef congress
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~.,. STE'NHOLM
Member', Congr.ss
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DOUG BEREtl\l'ER
Meaber of eongress
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BERNARD SANDERS
Member of Conqress
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BARBARA F. VUCANOVICH
MeJlber of Conqress

Member of Conqress
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AT ROBERTS
M8aber ot congress
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MeJlber 0
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NANCY L. JOHNSON
Heaber ot congress
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MES L. OBBRSTAR

Me1Iber of Congress
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DAVID LKVY ,
Xe.ber of Congress
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KICRAEL CRAPO
XeIIber of Congress

.QU.It. A. COLLDIS

...... of concp:eas


